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"If we now compare a prince who is controlled by
laws and a people thgt 1s untrammelled by then,
we shall find more virtue in the people than in
the prince; and if we compare them when both are
freed from control, we shall see that the people
are guilty of fewer excesses than the prince,
and that the errors of the people are of less
Importance, and therefore more easlly remedied.
For a 1licentious and mutinous people may easily
be brought back to good conduct by the influence
and persuasion of a good man, but an evil-minded
prince is not amenable to such influences, and
therefore there is no other remedy against him
but cold steel."

NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI
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AGENBITE OF INWIT

MODEST PROPOSALS FOR AMERICAN "FASGISM"

«++"The uncritical response to the incantations of ad-
vertising is a serlous symptom of widespread evalua-
tional disorder. And 1t does not seem beyond the
bounds of possibility that today.'s suckers for nation
al advertising will be tomorrow's suckers for the mas-
ter political propagandlst who will, by playing up the
tJewish Menace! in the same way as national gdverti -
sers play up the !'pink tooth-brush menace!', .and by
promising us national glory and propperity in the same
way as natipnal advertisers promise us personal glory
and prosperity, sell fascism in America."”
-- HIYAKAWA, Language 1In Action

e.."When fascism comes to America, it will come in the
guise of anti-fascism; you can bet on that."
-- HUEY LONG

Given realization of the economic necessity for the earliest
possible installation of a "fascist" economy; given further the
necessity for disguising the change, 1t is not difficult to see
what should be done if the "fascist" planners of America are to
go about it in the most logical and sensible way. I refer, no t
to the economic strategy -- that 1is already in hand -- but to the
matter of slight alterations in the social fremework.

The camouflage should be impressive. Outstanding elements of
Fasclsm, as the American people comprehend 1t, should be consplcu-
ously absent. Thus, Anti - Semetism, _which is usually the first
tangible expression of PFascism which comes to mind, would not only
not be used here, but would be forbidden by law, and those
laws prosecuted vigorously. Thus, when any of the more discerhing
(and opposing) few accused the government of Fascism, hands could
be flung up in mock dismay, while the anti-raclist laws were point-
ed to amidst a flood of oratorical bewilderment at the accusation.

The abolition of Jim Crow would not only serve the same pur-
pose, but fulfill an economic necessity as well. The Negro-Ameri-
can represents a large supply of laber potential which as yet has
not begun adequately to be exploited, due to "race" feelings. Jim
Crow, 1in the present century at least, has been more of a nulsance
economically than it was worth politically as a divisive force a-
mong the nAn-elite. Enforced segregation and marked discrimina-
tinn, therefore in "fascist" America would be a thing of the past;
the public would be trained to accept 2 man on his merits and
that the color of his skin had nothing to do with the matter.

Just how far this new "emancipation® would go, would d e pend
entirely upon factors yet to be determined: the socio-economic use
fulness of the individuals and/or groups. in question.

The same would apply to other national and/or racial minori-
ties within our borders.



AGENBITE, the Folitical Tnwit’s wok? wok? _ Page Four

Whe, then, one may Wwell ask, will be the scapegeat in "fas-
cist" America®? Even granting - that: we de not ‘hHave heré the over-
whelming need that cbtained /in Germany frem 1918-1933 and onward,
& national scapegoat is always & ‘handy thing ' to have arrund. And
how, if sections of the nnn-glite are not going to function as
mutually detesting natienal; t'economic, racial, = or religious
groups will the nnn-elite as a whole be retalned in that necessary
state of divisinn for their continueq sub jugatinn?

To answer.;he.firstuquestion:iabsurdly simple. . Not the Jews,
the "Niggers“;.WPapists“, "Wops!"3i "Micks", “Chinks", "Reds", or
even the "Japs" are the.- serpents:: in the garden. ‘How could it be
89 when we shall be the enlightened people, proof against the
"lood" calumnies 6f hitleriem,.. . No -- the alien shall be our evil
and the cause of our troubles. Whether he be the nameless, furti-
ve alilen, .or, the sinister, Plotting agent’ of the remnants of
the Third Reich, Falange, Sinarqua, Pasclsmo -- is of 1little im-
bert academicslly, The alien is 80 perfectly amorphous = concep-
tion as to be irresistibTe. (And in cages of necessity, hangers-
on of the recently defeated axis can be produced.) :

Soe far as the .destruction of culture, &1so generallv gsso -

ciated with "fascidsm” gnes, ‘such.as 'we have reed not be broken,but
just bent a 1little mare. Only let the liberals and totalitarian
democrats  (vide FIi). have their way, Where the need f o p fed-
eral assistance in squelching dangerous thoughts comes up, the FBI
can rout out such Fascists.

As to dividing. the people, here is the most amusing aspect of
all, Heretofore the. varlous elites of the world have considered
Tt necessary_to'kegp a people fighting among ‘themselves to insure
elther lack of revolt against .the elite, er the brojected destruc-
tion of that people: American history has shown how nbsolete all
thisgi is. The Americsn public hags proved 1tself to be the prize
sucker of the modern world (vide national advertising and electicen
campaigns) and,' if approached ;sclentifically can be expected tn
unite for Its" ‘rape. TLet me rely the airwaves,‘newpapers, maga-
zines, mnvies,_and'pu;pits resound with the semantically correc t
brard of Phrases sbout the Century.-of the Common lian (the while
pointing to the increased standards of 1iving that Americagn "fag -
cism" will produce) and the , natinn can be united to Win the
Feace, (A.splendid_slogan for the New America would be H. G,
Wells'vmasterly:"Pcpmmon Sense for the Cemmon Man",) Dissenters
would not gain gublic,favOR,:and the no-doubt necessary discipli-
ning or outright sacrifices of such hard-shell Industrial ewners
whe declded to slug 1t out, would-all serve to maintain the Bpite
Illusion, . : : I

As for the Leader -~ while ;present . Amerdican leadership 1is
doing well erough for _the moment, jone“Messiah looms like a aole.
SSus upen the’horizon::Henry-ﬂgar Wallace., 17 T L

Under sugh a.setup, ‘Americans could Be expected to go march-
ing aleng, singing. a’'song, hand in hand with théd s’ Four Delicieus
Freedonts right up to the outbreak of the next war, and our partici
Pation therein. (In self defense, snd strictly in accord with the
United Nationg Charter, of caurse,)

There remains g Possibility of the Dillings-G.I,.X. Smith tvpe
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of Fascism coming intn being; that would be chaotic, stupid, un-~
stable and bloody., But this is unlikely. For all the noise they
Inaxe, such movements need moare suppsrt than any American variety
hes ever received -- particularly if the end be to obtain contrsl
of the nation. Industry has underwkitten them for specific pur-
poses, which they helped achieve, but handing the country over te
them is another matter. The modest proposals outlined above, are

we think, much more simple for the execution -- as well as being

virtually guaranteed to pay off. '
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Robert Bloch presents: = "a Window on Michel"
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ACENSITE, where all rocads lead to
CERIZFS T h e proposition:
That the Love of

Ghod which hovers over Villagers
does not extend north of 14th St.

(1) We had planned to partake
of paella at the Sevilla, but en

route tn Abingdon Square she en-

quired as te my interest in
French cooking. After hearing
descriptions of the bistro she
had 1in mind, Bonats up on 3lst
Street, between 8th and 9th, I
agreed with alacrity. We found a
taxl in no time at all, and

arrived at the establishment to
find that, this being Friday, not
one of the dishes with which I
had been tempted, was to be had.
Further, some patrons arriving la
ter, and ordering the same a s
did we, received a much larger
selection of hprs d'ouvres.

(2) We got a Riverside 5th
Avenue Bus, the 1intent being to
ride on the second stéry extreme

front, right up against the win-
dow. & full seat we found in the
rear, moving up twos and ones
and an occasional three as peo-
ple got off. But the two prise
seats were occuiped by (a) a
child . and his mother, (b) tw ¢
young maidens -- one crowned with
exquisite copper hair - who spent
the trip in each other's arms.

(3) At Broadway and 145th St
she remembered another restaurant
where they served magnificent
French pastry. Happily we emerg-
ed and entered, to find that the
day's supply was gone. We d4id
have some French cookies which
were good, but somewhat stale.

(4) Again we entered a bus,
and the 1ong trek forward began.
But at 14th Street, the entire
front row was suddenly vacated.
We rode on to Washington Square
park is style, praise to our Ghod
resourding in our hearts.

Bhe| o, IB)g

We'd heard that Hannes Beok had
written an interesting reply tg9
John Michel's "A Window on Bok'
which appeared in the 1st Mail-
ing's 1issue of Banshee; so we
wrote Hannes, saying we'd like to
see it for possible publication
in Agenbite. A moon or so later,
Bok declined politely, saying:
"Johnny is not a critic, recogni-
zed or unrecognized ... therefore
1t's unnecessary for me to reply
to his article."

Now what we want to know, Mr.
Anthoény is: How do you become an
Unrecognized Critic? How can the
true variety be discerned from
the crass pretenders? Who knows
there might be a bit of enjoyable
relaxation in this sort of thing.
If Hannes will only suggest s#me
manner of procedure, Itd 1like to

try for a positirn ©f Unrecogni-
ed Criticism in, shall we say,
the Aesthetics of Diddling -- wr

should I be more conventional and
make it Creative Palecntolegy?

e e e R s L I DT L PO

The "Music dppreciation" rack-
et, highlighted by such tomes as
David Ewen's Music For the M111i-

ions, offers a short course in
THow to dAppear to Know a Hell of

a Lot About Music, Without Kneow-
ing a Goddam Thing About It." Ev
ery now and then, I run across a
post~graduate in this field,

The thing to do is to lead it
on; the well-known masters having
been well-disposed of, 1let suc:h
names as Scriabin, Roussell, and
Toch (well - known enough to the
genuinely musical-literate, o f
course} be rolled about the mouth
for a time, then Dblandly ask:
"What do you think of Haarmon!'s
Improvisatien in A Flato?"

Ten to one, the answer will be
hilarious.
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NIGHTMARE NUMYBER FOUR

By Robert Bloch (With apologies .to Stephen Vincent Benet)

We thought 1t was a joke Do R

When we read it in the Papers that afternocon

About some nut inventor down In Georgia

With a device. for printing matter on the air,

No -- 1t wasn't radio again, : g

Or television. It printed matter on the air for you to read.

And it wasn't exactly skywriting either, becauqe this was permanent
And wouldn't blow away . '

But there it was. Just an item in the paper., !
It didn't mean much. Something to laugh ‘about, or tell your wife
“What will these guys think of "doing next?"

And most people didn't even see it, I suppose. That's why it came
As such a shock . - '

When the advertisers took it-up ...

I remember the morning S LTS ‘ .

When I looked out of the  window and saw the sign hanging there
(Just hanging there, you understand, in bold black letters)
Reading: - '

HAVE YOU T4KEN A GOOD LAXATIVE LATELY, OLD TIMER? _ ;

I know I blinked, and wondered 1f an airplane had written it.

But no, the letters were only two feet high, &nd they were black.
Black as ink. : :

I know, because I went outside and touched them

~.nd they didn't go away, or even break; ‘

They were solid letters, and they hung

Right outside my window, and they didn't vanish the next morning.

This was the fime it started -- and on the streets, going to work,
There were signs to read. _ :

EAT REEKIES -- THEY'RE GOOD FOR YOU sy

HAVE YOU HaD YOUR WINTER FUR RELINED? and GET YOUR CRANKCASE DRAINED
The passengers pointed them out on the bus. They puzzled; we all cir
But I don't think we were sore, theh. = . =

Yeu see, it was Just starting, e e h _ _ .
ind there weren't many signs; they were small, and nobody cared.
Black and white, two feet high -- i

POOPSI-COLA MAXKES YOUR BLADDER GLADDER.

After while we noticed how the men came with their sSpray .guns,
Like 1Insect exterminators, and sprayed the letters out.

Little crowds used to watch them do - ft. And the radio comedians
Made gags, and the columnists filled their columns,

But nebody wrnte indignant letters to the newspapers,

Yato, : :
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Then they began spraying signs on the lawns.

ind on driveways.

And above houses. -

And the streets were crowded with signs, signs, signs.

Black specks of printed matter, wherever your eyes turned.
And advertising agencies were sued by indignant property owners.
But the air was free. Wasn't 1t9 ~ %
The courts thought so. b 1 -

Metorists complained that signs blocked visibility.

There were accidents. Men _were killed, but the ads.went on.
To sell more bread. : : :
To sell mere tonics to help digest the bread.

To sell more laxatives to help you get rid of the bread

Once you digested it.

4nd then, of course, they advertised more bread again.

That's how it went, and we might have become used to it, in time,
If only the signs hadn't started getting bigger.

And thicker. 2
Two feet tall in the air. Then five feeot tall. Then ten feet,
And the letters a foot thick. The air became black.

Foul.

There was some secret ink in the signs, and you breathed it

And it made you retch. But that was all right.

One of the signs said USE SIMPSON'S PILLS AND STOP RETCHING.
There was a cure. :

But not for blindness, not for insanity, not for the perpetual sight"
O0f those signs, floating over Broadway and Park Avenue,
Twisting between clothes-lines in the slums,

Waving between lawn and sky on palatial estates,
Blocking the streets

Shadowing the sun in a black blot over the city.

Tho signs reading TENDER SKIN LIKES VELVYDOWN TISSUE,
EAT MORE COLARABI WEEK,

GET RID OF YOUR UGLY PIMPLES, and THROW AWAY YOUR TRUSS.

And then,

They made the signs in color.

And they made them in Neon to light up the night.
and blindness and 1nsanity really began to pile up vital statistics.
But everybody stopped advertising in magazines and over the air
Because yvisual, direct advertlising was cheaper and more profitatle
and what if the signs,did tangle up in streaming criss-erosses?

What if you. looked out of your window and saw nothing but

. reams of it
Illegible printed matter, high in the air?

They got the insects to work, then.

Innoculated them, I suppcse. Trained them, perhaps
o void out the signs.

O more sprayers. Insect thoraxes

Spewed out the signs in patterns,

Of course they tried to pass some laws.

They always do when it's too late.

«nd it was too late now.
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There were insects everywhére. Insects in clouda, - -
insects in black swarms, spurting from distended bellies

‘Zech forming his little letter; his dot, -his dash, his period,
4nd that, of coursé, was the beginning of the 'end,:* ¢ . -
Too many insects. R ' ;
Too many to train, too many to econtrol. So they bred.
Bred, and flew, and devoured. - - e 1S et I iy
They made nests in crates of VELVYDOWN. They :nibbled. at the trusses.
They bored ‘thréough boxes of SIMPSON'S PILLS. 3 o

It didn't do any goed to reline your winter furs.

They ate tHem too- : e : :

And bred again. i ] i gL S

The skies were réally bBlack ncw. Black with.flying. forms.

1t was too late. The plague camé, and then~the~famine."

They called cut the Marines. i o ot i

But how are you going to bayonét.an insect? * .
And pretty soon, - N2 {4 5 :
What with plague and famine and all, therée weren't any Marines
Ary more. [ ' S

There weren't any consumer goods left to consume, -
Ner any consumers,: ) % il L '
And -- belated blessing -- there weren't any gdvertisers either.
Just the irigsects : ' : i e

Flying aimlessly through print-spattered a$r. . (-

Droning by the:isigns ® .
Made meaningless thfough lack of eyes to read them: “nd insect
S S : : retines.
Flickered down.on an“empty world where there was nothing left
But words, . . WPt '
Lucky for me. .: v
I saved a few to write.this down.

wwﬁﬁ**%wwk%%k%%*%ﬂ%%%%%*%%%ﬁ%%**ﬁ*%**%%%%%*%%%%%%%*w%%#%%*%&%%%%*%

EN RE : The Nimble Aeronsuts :

By Henry E. Sostman

I blush at the necessity for saying it, but T cannot . feel
seriously concerned at' the charges Mr. Wollheim writes againest my
dame in K'Taogm-m. The phrase *cult of unintelliginhility®, inven-
ted by precisely thst handsome Max Bastman whom M», Wollhein ce-
plores in the current issue of his 11 ttle bookiet, has perhaps as
much significance here as the words "inferiority complex"” have in
Jur contempsrary ‘psychology; words which the guileless hava
thoroughly spriled for use by firing them indiscriminately at the
aeads of those of us who have read a book.

I am rather yore moved by Mrs Emden's comment that she found
7 last poem difficult, and in sincere desire to make myself un-
Jerstood I should like to place before her, for what trifle thev
‘T2 worth, my views on peetry and an explanatien of why my verse
-ekes the form and shape that 1t dees.
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* T have some, convictions about my aims, and about the direc-
tion of modern poetry. The writer of any age must speak in terms
of his age. The poet of thils century knows a world larger, deep-
er, wider than.any of his predecessqrs.. It is a world which has
for a short time been experiencing the ripe and rotten fruits of
the Industifal = Revolution, the effects upon the individual o f
mechamization, the megapolis, a church no longer immune to ques-
tionj the incredible timidity and the ineredible surplus which
characterize our era. I have said somewhere else that T believe
the function of the artist 1s to orient himself in the cosmos, tn
integrate it. in terms nf himself; this is at once material and ma-
trix of his art.  The complexity of integration is astronomic, in
a world suddenly expanded like .the weak side of a full balloon.

The expression of states of feeling which are personal, in s»
enormously involved a world, makes it necessary for the poet often
to disregard the direct logic we associate with, for example, the
natural sciences. He must emply an-.oblique system of emotional
dynamics where terms of expression are chosen  for gssoclational
meaning rather than. the continuity og the A4 /B equals C order
-- 2 and 2, through the passage of inference, may well sum to 5 or
3 or infinlty. This, really, 1s the genetic basis of speech.

English poetry of the agrarian. school seems to have been
largely concerned with finding new ways to state that "My love is
like a red, red rose" and "Tears, idle tears, I know not what they
mean"., I feel that these are excellent poems, and that there is
no need for me to rewrite them. My interest stems from the world
of thls year, and includes alsn Precision instruments ard automa-
tic machinery, international development and city planning, neuro-
logy and matrix algebra, and the moral problems they pose. I fiad
sunsets Impressive and I once said 80, 1n print; yet the healthless
boredem that fsllews when nerves are too tightly stretched, and
the sick disappointment with which I watch this nation's promises
and policies slump teward crass totalitarianism, seems to me moure
immediate, more demanding of attentien -- and harder to state
simply. I am in verse interested, then, not in anecdotes or land-~
scapes, but within the plenum of my own experisnce, in the emo -
tirnal impact of facts, 1deas, values, and events upen myself, It
seems to me axinmatic to write se that people may read, and so I
aim at the utmost clarity and simplicity compatible with material
that 1is often not simple. This much is background, and has been
said many times before, by abler critics. Mr. Wollheim may take
it for his own First Reader. el

I am rather glad that the prem under discussion is The Nimhle
Asronauts, for it is an example of my approach in extremiz, ~nc
contains few distracting clements. Perhaps a Aicseciicn of thet
poem will help threw srme light upon the whole problem.,

One day I shali write, in prose, the. stoary of how the benevo-
lent, omniscient, and avuncular Govermment of the United Statos
for reasons of bureaucratic - security plucked me in its might from
my home island and deposited me in an.impossible area of cur dzer
southern mruntains. I shall tell you in this story how I li-cd
for a long time with reople primitive as only Americans, Mr., Wool-
nz2im, can be primitive; River Bretheren, backwoods Mennsrites,
¥1ining Water Baptists. I shall surely mention how from my ccn-
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centration-camp TI-watched them.’ scrabble in the ground for bitter
sustenance, all cay long, every day of the week, and how because
there was for. them in their lives upon this éarth no faintest hope
of security, no remotest possibility of enjoyment or even of re-
laxation, they invented for themselves an arid and airless super-
naturalism .that - promised future reward for exaggerated sacrifice.

That traditional superraturalism is not the theme of The Nim-
ble Aeronauts. The theme ‘consists in the "1mpact upon my ~own
differently attuned background and intelligence of their ‘artful,.
painful, constricting navigation toward incarnation Above: the re-
pugnance 1 felt at thelr manufactured illusions, and pity at the
incredible perversisns ‘their inhuman religions forced.

The understanding of the image-concentration should not, in
this frame of reference, be difficult. The title indicates the
impressien of slick-logicality, of web-spinning-in-vacuo, that I
carried away ‘with me when by the grace of General Hershey I re-
turned to a .compromise with clvilization. The poem attempts to
illuminate my emotion at their success in eradicating actuality in
favor of incongruous ‘nursery-tale metaphysics, in reducing their
reiation to the-gosmos, and half the nature of man, to a ghost-
ridden and pale 'structure of denial ‘and negation. The last lines-
of the poem attempt:to represent, as forcefully as I can state it,
the tumbling of the monstrous machinery in the moment of the even-
twally, inevitably real. ' s : : :

if, Mr. Wollheim, my desire were to obscure, .I could pass for
wise and still be understood simply by use of an incomprehensible
title with full translation condescendingly appended.: The fact
that T do not 1leads us to the heart of Mrs Emden's implied ques-
tion. The query I must meet 1s: "If you will write subjectively,
how do you mean us ‘to understand your® work? There is 1little necd
t~ reveat MacLeish's and Monet's:-hackneyed 1llustrations that a
prem and a.picture can be an entity, independent.  _But what of
conmunicatisn?h., - . 1 ¥ :

I am interested in. communication, as I have said, outside the
(emotienal) silly bonds of 4 plius B rationality. Unfortunately,
there 1s no convenient code-book or ruyle of thumb that can be
applied +to poetry: My frame ef reference is inviolately my own;
until I put it intn brose it is my cabbage patch and not yours.

But certainly Mrs Emden has—a 'frame of reference of her own; Mr.
Wellheim has, although he must admit if seems to the casual ebser-
ver a mirror image.3f Mrn. Blish's full frame, with the plus sign s
changed to minus signs. The thing for MNr. Wollheim tc do 2s 5o
reject my intrasicn (I shall never know) and ccntinue to write ia-
teréstingly and .. refreshingly about the emotional impact upon his
personality of his-friends. But to Mrs Emden, and others, I can
say thot somewhere, on some points, their Plena must cdincide with
mine, 1f for no ether reasbn than that we live above .greund. 1In =
serious reader, I expect - a careful 'comparison of my. own emotional
erperience with his own - frame of reference.* I believe it is v
right to ask  that reading, as well =as writing, involve participa-
Lion in a4 creative uct. I am convinced that i1t must be so, if
“elry is te say words of more than one syliable,
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LN PASSANT or The Nimble Calumnies

First Mevement: the political part (largo)

K'Taogm-m serves as a reminder that between uncritical Stalino-
philia from nne side of the Mailings, and uncritical Stalinophobia
from annther, there can be little but revulsion

One's first impression 31s to dismiss the matter muttering "a
plague on both your houses", but the very existence of two such ex -
tremes insures that one will be found less objectionable than the
other. And thus, thnugh both state their pleces with an air nf
being the authority on such matters; both indulge in dogmatic state-
ments without giving ‘references (although neither do this exclusive-
ly, it should be noted), if it comes to the point where = reluctant
nod in one »f the two directions must be given, then that nod must
go to the left.

The question »f the desirability of Marxian Seccialism and/ or
“is or is not the USSR a Socialist state?" can be argued up tn ex-
haustion of all participants, but a tangible issue before us =all
at the present time is that nf the presence or absence of a Soviet-
dmerican war, Granted that, as individuals, we may have little
welght, "little" does not equal "no". 4nd since there are forces in
beth countries operating toward the insurance of such = war, it is
incumbent on thnse of us here who prefer not to have any, to avcd
throwing what weight we have on the scales of the war-forces.

Therce can be no argument against the proposition that the "par-
ty line" Russophiles do not aid greatly in furthering the desirsble
goal of Soviet-American understanding; but at least they add 1itil e
grist to the war-forces' mill in cemparison to the Russophobes, wno
by presenting only information slanted to build up emotional de-
testation of @All things Soviet, add considerable. The desirsbie
ailm operates via the promulgatien of information so slanted as to
promote mutual tolerance of what both the Soviet and the American
mai-in-the-street considers social-economic-moral defects 1in the
ether nation., While such prometisn is the desire of many Stalinists
the "nfficial" CP manner of practising this promotion 1s so inept as
to defeat it ends. The sensible manner of such promotion is ta
preésent uncomplimentary (frem the viewpoint of the audience) materi-
al in an unemotional fashinn, balancing it with material which the
audience will approve; suppression of neither pros nor cons is need-
ful, and emphasis upnn the fact that much of what Americans find un-
desirable in the USSR is entirely desirable to the citizens cf that
nation (and vice versa) is also requisite.

The entire purpose of Presenting threse different streams ef
theught in "But What,. Asked Pilate, 1is Truth?" was to sugge st the
folly of accepting any statements on the USSR, which have strong
emotional connotatiens, uncritically. These three streams all have
one thing in cnrmmon: a party-line approach -- the use of "official
words or phrases; signal reactions to given stimulae in reference tn
the subject of ‘Russia; categorical division of disagreement. Thay
are not the only streams of thought, and I admit to, oversimplifica-
tien on these three. Feor example: in the “Socialisy anti-Staliniss”
camp I failed t» mention the existence of large numbers of inp-:-
tel’'s -- persons whs pretend to be in favor of Soclalism for t.e
Jeepsse of thus better perpetrating anti-Russian propaganda. Such
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J21851s are akin to the "Hearstians", the differcnce being that the
Hearstians" 'are against Srclalism and outrightly say so. WhHul3
vhe genuine members of the "Snclalist ant1-Stalinist! camp would be
ror the USSR could they accept its pretensions to being a Socialist
sfate. But there is at least one other stream of "truth": that of
the Non-Sncialist, Non-antiStalinist. This camp has no "party line"
as darined abeve.
in seeking the Truth the Wise Man, - when conf¥onted with infor-
mation wnich ~would sway him toward .a definitive attitude or action,
tries_fin. . investigate farther -- particularly when such informaticn
is emntionally slanted, - ar Has Strong emotionsl. connotations. Ad-
mitting that our . temperate reader cannot make first-hand observa-
tlcns on the subject of the USSR, there is a .way in which a reasona-
ble facsinile -of checking up can be made, and that is  lookingup
the sources. Such phrases as the “pnlluted santi-Soviet pross® make
a thoughtful rceader - wince, but investigation will readily show that
there have been and, there are both newspapers and.wr-iters whose rec-
ord on ‘the USSR has been consistently ene of emotional presentation
of material slanted tr give an unfavorable imprsssion of all things
Kessians  Further investigation of many of.thesé will show that much
weteriel presented as proven “fagt later proved-to be outright fab-
rication, ' 5 .o
Thus, when John Doe, whose*record upon Investigation shows a
high percentage »f emotionally slanted, anti-Soviet material, much
of which later events disproved, comes .forth with new material, also
emotional and such as-to give one an unfavorable. opinien of the USSR
(either-as a whnle, _or in relation to some item in perticular) --
the "Menwho seeks the, Truth" will withold making those judgements
‘he Infpormatisn ppparently calls for, and 1leok farther. If John
Rne, whose past record has been ohe of reasonable fairemindedness
toward the USSR (not uncritical adulatinn, but a mixture of praise
and blame -- such as normally is found in relation to almost a ny
roreign ‘natisn) coupled with a reasonable percentage of accuracy as
developments have proven, comes forth with the same information, then
there is some measure of Justification in temporarily accepting Roe
upon the subjacg. . : o
This position 1is by no means -simple -or easy fer the main-
‘taining. It i1s much easier to go about either in a haze of adulaton
or of self-rightecus rage on the subject of Russia. ‘
4nd if my accusatisn against individual members of either ex-
treme is considered by them to be unfair, or incorrect, let me_ s ay
that I am gning »n the published record in the Vanguard mailings --
rather on what they may Have sald privately abeut their attitude. 4
sensible way tn deny or refute these charges is for those who have
neretofore sung naught but chants of unqualified praise fer the USSR
to admit to some flaws in their idol, and for those whe have presen-—
ted naught but solid black, to take note of things there which ar e
to be admired and respected. - X : : :

(Aindante) Parnassus is palnfully naive, evcn though much of
the material presented 1s worth censideration; however, the liber-
al use of phrases not only stock-in=-trode with "party line" popagan-
da, but which further won't stand up under careful scrutiny, weakens
1T« The CP hes often had wnrthwhile ideas, and instigated worthwhil
projects in various lneal cammunities, but it has never learned how
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LGENBITE, patient as Sigyphus Page 1+

to conduct itself, so that it has incessantly (a) presented its i-
deas in a style that shrieked "red propaganda" from page one (b) a-
lienated and engendered the opposition of large numbers of persons
who, otherwise, would not have considered it a categoricnl enemy.
iny propaganda, regardless of the correcthrmss of the information. it
promilgates, which can immediately be recognized as propaganda, lo-
ses 0% of its effectiveness thereby. (The other 10% serves, of
course, to strengthen’ the convicpions of those already convinced.)

The lads (Kepner-Rogers-Saha) should net be so sanguine abou t
the rcecent British electimrns; or don't they know by now that any
change of government 1n any nation, without a simultanecous altera-
tion in the socin-politica stridcture, is only a change of frces.
and perhaps the official phraseelogy?

(41llegrn) "In ‘High-Points, Wollheim brings forth, at last, a
geasible reason: for:. persccuting Ezra Pound (whether or not onc can
accept it): injustice a 1is not injustice b. That injustice which
he.ps to bring:abeut =a higher level of justice than herctofore ox-
isted may be forgiven; it is the injustice which serves no o t h er
rurpose than its own perpetration which is fntolerable. The rub, 37
coarse, 1s whether you consider Socialism as conducive %to a higher
l2vel of justice than that nbtainable in our present order.

{Fresto) Despite the chaotic organization of her material
Judy does admirably in Temper in that she outlines the necessity for
a charge in the socio-cconomic order without swoedhng at last into
the arms.of any already-existing, self-proclaimed political saviecurs

-

5@ humanity,

(Recapitulation and Coda) It's somewhat ironic that Blish chose
Mussolini Ttaly (strictly as a rhetorical example) as the "closest
approach to a bnok-fascist state®, when net only was it actually the
farfhest from such than any other natien in the modern world, but a
reasonable facsimile of such state existed and exists in the USSR,
(Book-fascism, we repeat, has nec essential in common with the socio-
ecoromic setup that existed in Fascist Italy, and to save the neces-
sity for further and repeated explanations, we shall not use the
temm "book-fascism" any more. There is a better word for it, and
o2e not cluttered up with false connotatiens: Managerialism.) Here
i1 the USSR, we see a soclety in which the engineers, technicians,
artists, propagandists, "gevernmental experts" (the Cemmunist Party
of the USSR falls into the last categorym which accounts for the
etherwise puzzling, redatively small numbereof "Cemmunists" in the
si-called "Communist State") and so forth are the favored class, and
live as well (relatively) as the “"princes af industry® in the United
States. The great mass of people, in the USSR, live as well, and
are cared for as well, as the national economy permits -- and this
economy is an expanding one. Economic democracy exists to a far
recter degree than in the US4, but political democracy does not ex-
ist to anywhere near the degree that the economic setup should nor-
mally guarantee. It is, however, the "closest so far to a Manageri-
al ctase". 1In our opinion, the USA will come much closer.



AGENBITE, the Trascible Inwit ' Page .5
: Second Movement: The Poetical Part (Furiant)

Crying Snowflakes, on the whole, 1s much better reproduced
than the material warrants. Comment upon the contents 1is best
summed up by quoting one of Nuttall's own lines: %Artist ... wri-
ter 5.. poet ... I am not ...". (From "Dispair", and why doesn't
she?

Tumbrils' selectien on page 3 raises a point I have often
discussed with neo little acrimony: that of the use of relatively
large sectinmns cast in a language alien to that of the body of the
poem. When it 1is a matter of a single word or phrases --
that 1s one. thing; there are many familiar phrases or °~ words
in other tongues which are either untranslatable, or which
would require a full paragraph of English in order to arrive at a
reasonable sapproximation of meaning. Thlis sort of usage could
only be objected to _by .those readers who lack either interest er
2bility (or both) to comprehend poetry on any higher level than Ed
gar Guest. I!11 return to Lhis theme later, when we come to Rena-
scence. At the moment, I'd like to question what.the Greek-letter
tTitle of -this poem has to offer that would not have been achieved
not only as well, but better, than simply using the Roman alpha-
bet. -

In Agenbite I see I've committed the same sort of crime of
which I accused Biish (privately) in regard to one of my own items
in Tumbrils -- that of typographical carelessness. The absence of
the comma’ after the word "often," in the sentence:

"Helen, thy beauty is to me : e TE 24

“something I escape not often, and with difficulty.”

Nl Py i 2 " may: not
have disterted the poem, but tis unjust to Sostman nathless, and I
apologize. : ~ S

An advance look at the new Tumbrils warns me that the Frie-
herr considers "iirage" one of my worst offerings. While the in
tent of ‘the criticism is one of reproof, it is in actuality highly
flattering, and I wish the statement were literally true. How-
ever, even though .a scribe is not, as a rule, much of a judge ©
his work, both Blish and I know from the things I've junked with-
out permitting publication, and the stuff that has been published,
professionally and otherwise, that "Mirage" is somethlng of a gem
in comparison., This piece was published because of conviction on
the writer's part that it had fulfilled its own particular purpose
-- that of stating a mood, building upon it and summ rizing brief-
ly. (Emden's interpretation of the poem, incidentally, I founc
fascinating -- and far from correct.)

I do not pretend to be in a class with Sostman, who bids falr
t0o Be a significant poet of our time. Having nelther the beck-
croind nor intellectual 1insight requisite for such tasks as IS
cssays, I shall and do rest content with the highest possible deo-
grez of excellence within my own frame of reference and ability.

Phantasphere gives fair examples eof my earlier attitude to-
ward Doetics -- which was embarrasingly close to the Ebey-Watson
‘mpertinence. ' ! :

=



Joe'!s Jottings:! effering: "On Literary Conceits" is &l
reasonable appruvacnh to adequate burlesque of the Foe-taster whe
thinks he 1is oh, so cleverly modern. Required reading for Sapphe
contribubodrs.

Since Kepner acknowledges that his offering in Parnassus is
notoriously wungood, we'll™ say no more about it herc. ... The
less said about the offerings in K!'Teogm-m, the better, except te
note that "The Nimble Snorts" is highly ilTuminating, although not
in regard. to "The Nimble Aeronauts". ... Surprise of the mail-
ing is Judy's "Sum of the Parts"; this would have received praise
in any event, but is the more to be welcomed after Zissman's for -
mer attempts. My own attitude on offerings of persons,. 1 1 k e
Judy, whe make no pretense of being "significant" in the field ef
poetry, is that their best work should be welcomed, and no mer-
cy shown to stuff obviously deting from the year 7. Unfortuna-
tely, even though the treasury ls in good stamding, Vanguard can't
supply umbrellas with' each mailing conteining €ushes from the in-
exhaustible ‘Nuttall-type fountain. ... Commendations to "Consecora-
tion of Certaln Clouds" in Discrete, which moved me for more tha n
the Tumbrils' selectisn. ~—

The Everlasting Exiles" in Rennscence brings me back to the
point raised before. Sostman has n fine, sensitive style in Eng-
lish. Not knowing German, I can't know if this same style is als»
carried over into the two passages in the poem. T have seen and
heard translations of those two passages, but hardly in the style
of the body of the work. To esrs attuned oniy to English, thesec
two stanzas read aloud (by someone who crn declaim German well )
aren't very musical ~- and I fail to see, from the English meaning
that an interjection of sonic discords (which German represents in
relation to the sound of the English) is necessary., Were t h ese
paragraphs largely composed of words or idloms or .phrases which
English could not have expresscd adequately? Was the rotivation -
for thelr inclusien: that of preducing a psychological effect of
shock. terror, or the 1like? :

Having-much "to learn on these matters, I neither praise nor
censure at this point, but only ask irritating (no doubt) questions.

Third Movement: the whimsical part (quasi una fahtaeia)

Curfew, we weep to say, is no longer with us, having expellcd
nine lives 1in rapid succession after a short illness. The felire
population ef 325 West 11lth Strect underwent a rapid diminishiug
thereafter. Maggie, a girl of the streets, hissed at, batted about
by both Blackout and Curfew, wns taken to the Humane Soclety, and
V. J. Fleafactory (to whom Blackout made up at oncel) was last ob
served being pursued by a dog. Blackout himself, now resides at ye
Costle Haxa, better known as 787 Washingten Street, and shuttles «-
round between Blish's and Emden's dwelling-machines.

"Doviation All the Hell Ovey"
reminds me that the great Shaw-Emden™feud may have petered out Ly
the time this appears, but we remamber fondly when it was in full
glerye. There was Emden, her fluffy hailr stroight up, hissing a is
Blackeut at the cloud of Revulsien fumes behind which sat Shaw
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grinning nautically. Betimes they would grow weary of intense ha-
tred and Jjust loathe cach other abstractliy.

Thé model of the in -
finite universe 1s a_ lovely thought for the 'winderful wonderful
postwar world. I want a smnll one for the ceiling of my bedroom ,
so that when - the nightts work is donec we can lic .quietly nnd gaz o
out 1into the far reaches.  .Or -perhaps we should set it into th
fleor beneath the throne; that's the trouble with these clever
little gadgets =-- always posing problems to add to the worrics of
harassed people. g 2 -
If enough students will write in,' perhaps good olZ2
FU will repeat 1last yenr's conscrvatory course conducted by Pref.
Cohen =and Dr Zissman. True, most undergraduntes will prefer t-
choose between (Cohen's No-Tone Scnle and Judy's Any-Tone Scale,butb
I see no reason for such .clrcumscrption. Is this or is this not A
Liberal Educeticn 'FU offers? {Incidentrlly, in case anyonc wonders
about it, the Little Lowndes Book -~ Koeping coursec, featuring thc
Doubles Entry- Triple Withdrowal system will not be repehted thig
sencster,

Frogram Notes: (Stuff not covered elsewhers)

Praise to: "Besutiful, Beautiful Baedecker - IT1I%; the nert-
ness of Joe's Jottings and the well thought-out reviews; Shaw for
a publicatien which looks and reads 1like anything but "eleventh-
hour" material; Judy's setting up of YPudgeteers", and the excel-
lent "And the Pursuilt of Happiness"; the PFuturien University ad,
"Fantomas", "Four Variations®, & “Fairy Tale" in Discrete; Stefrn-
tasy's appearance and the nds, as well as "The Hcllywood Menace™;
"Eot™, "The gonversation Iags", and "sShaft" 1n Rennscence.

Question te Danner: If, as you say, DM-17, DM-42, DM-317,
ctec, sound awful on ~» high fidelity machine, why then, proay do th
first few of the rew Columbina recordings (the Beethoven 7th, Tsch-
allovsky 6th, and Brehms 4th) sound poorish on the low-range scrt
sf player which mokes these older sets sound good? I note a 4 e-
gree of clarity in these Celumbia rcelenscs which is apprecinble,
but there 1s also a dismaying shiillness in the rtrings and an uvn-
darvaluing of woodwindsg. Tnecidentally, it is more just for a roc-
ord reviewer to appraise roienses on the way they sound on these
smnll sets, becouse relativeiy foew Listoners hove ultra high-£i-
delity playsrs. It seoms that records have been made, fcr the-
most part, to sound well on smaliprange machines ' with o fairizh a-
mount of distortien, or on comoons, which, of course, are nct madec
for good record reproduction in the first Place.

Best 1in the HMailing: Temper #3. Specinl mention ts Discrete

#2 and Fling. Discrete
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"You must make frequent use of the eraser if 7ou want %o write

some thing that deserves a second readirg. Yeou must not be coancernac.
for the admiration of the miltitude, but must be satisfiada wish
readers who are discriminating but fow. Certainly you are rct se
stupid as to want your poetry to be used as textboocks in cheap
schoolsl Not It It is sufficient for me that the better citizeas
applaud.” «.. HORACE
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By Judy Zissman

Framework: as delicate as tissue of a human
nerve; woven and interlaced with stuff as fine
as can be spun from the attenuate
ideals of mankind.
This we called friendship.

Fabric: elastic as the meeting and receding
rigidity of our two minds demanded;
narrowing divergent space between two
highly separate existences.
This we c¢alled friendship.

Structure: as strong as conscience and regard
for self can be; a thing impenetrable; you only
with destructive hand of fear-of-hurt

collapsed the complex pattern of this thing

- That we called friendship,

THE WITCH WITH THE EYES OFF AMBER
By Clark Ashton Smith

I met a witch with amber eyes,
Who slowly sang a scarlet rune
Shifting to icy laughter

Like the laughter of the moon.

Red as a wanton!'s was her mouth,

And fair the breast she bade me take
With a word that clove and clung
Burning like a furnace-flake.

But from her bright and 1ifted bosom,
jthen I touched it with my hand,

came a coldness like the breath

0Of a glacier-conguered land.

And, lol the witch with eyes of amber
Dwiindled to a wispy flame,

And I found that I was standing

By a tomb that bore ro name.
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"The reformer has enemies in all those who profit
by the o0ld order, and only lukewarm defenders in
all those who would profit by the new order, this
lukewarmness arising partly from fear of their
adversaries, who have the laws in their favour,
and partly from the incredulity of mankind, who
do not truly believe in anything new until they
have had actual experience of it. Thus it arises
that on every opportunity for attacking the re-
former, his opponents do so with the zeal of par-
tizans, the ethers only defend him halfheartedly,
8o that between them he runs great danger."

== NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI
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